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BRIEF INFORMATION ABOUT THE ACTIVITY 

TOPIC/SUBJECT OF THE 

ACTIVITY 

Seminar on Valedictory Function and Magazine Release  

OBJECTIVES The objective of the seminar on understanding apomixis recent 

advances could be to disseminate knowledge about the latest 

developments in apomixis research, fostering a deeper understanding 

among students. Additionally, it aims to promote collaboration, 

provide a platform for discussions, and enhance awareness of the 

significance of apomixis in the valedictory function of the 

department. 

METHODOLOGY The attendees were given a detsiled presentation about what 

Apomixis is and how it can be a radical asset to the country and life 

on Earth. The speaker elaborated on the latest breakthroughs in the 

field of apomixis, highlighting its potential significance in upcoming 

research endeavors. 

INVITED SPEAKERS WITH 

AFFILIATION DETAILS 

(IF ANY) 

 Senior Prof. Vishnu Bhat (Department of Botany, University of 

Delhi) 

OUTCOMES Participants are motivated to initiate new research projects and 

explore innovative avenues within the realm of apomixis, 

contributing to the department's scholarly pursuits. 

Enriched educational experiences for students and faculty, exposing 

them to cutting-edge research and its practical implications. 

Discussions on potential future directions in apomixis research 

provide valuable insights, guiding the department's strategic planning 

and research focus. 

The seminar contributes to the dissemination of knowledge by 

sharing recent advancements in apomixis research with a wider 

audience. 
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Activity Report  

The valedictory function of our department marked a significant occasion, featuring a seminar 

dedicated to unraveling the recent advances in apomixis alongside the unveiling of the 6th 

edition of our esteemed annual magazine. The centerpiece of this event was an illuminating 

presentation delivered by Senior Professor Vishnu Bhat from the renowned Department of 

Botany at the University of Delhi. 

Professor Bhat's presentation was a masterclass in elucidating the complexities of apomixis, 

providing a comprehensive exploration of the mechanisms involved in the generation of 

apomictic seeds. With clarity and precision, he navigated through the sexual mode of 

reproduction, placing particular emphasis on the formation of unreduced embryo sacs stemming 

from the Megaspore Mother Cell (MMC). The discourse expanded to encompass 

parthenogenesis, distinguishing between gametophytic and sporophytic origins derived from 

nucellar cells, and introducing the concept of pseudogenous endosperm. 

The professor adeptly unfolded the intricacies of recent advancements, shedding light on the 

mechanism that underlies apomixis. The advantages of apomixis were eloquently presented, 

underscoring its role in clonal propagation through seeds, the fixation of genotypes, and the 

preservation of heterosis or hybrid vigor. 

The seminar not only enriched our understanding of apomixis but also exemplified the 

department's commitment to advancing botanical sciences. Concurrently, the release of the 6th 

edition of our annual magazine served as a testament to our collective achievements, providing a 

platform to showcase the diverse and impactful contributions of our department to the broader 

scientific community. This event, with its scholarly discourse and celebratory undertones, 

underscored our commitment to knowledge dissemination and the continual pursuit of excellence 

in botanical research. 

Professor Bhat highlighted the advantages of apomixis, such as clonal propagation through 

seeds, genotype fixation, and the maintenance of heterosis or hybrid vigor. This comprehensive 

overview not only deepened our comprehension of apomixis but also underscored its 

significance in contemporary botanical research.  



 

Adding to the event's vibrancy, we organized two students competitions - an online photography 

competition and an offline poster-making competition. These creative competitions provided a 

platform for participants to showcase their artistic talents, aligning with the broader theme of 

celebrating the diverse facets of our department's achievements. The combination of scholarly 

discourse, insightful presentations, and creative expressions through competitions made the 

valedictory function a memorable and holistic experience for all participants. 

A poster-making competition was held during the valedictory function of the Botany 

Department, where participants showcased their botanical expertise. The winners received 

notable prizes, with ₹500 awarded to the first-place winner, ₹300 for the second-place, and ₹200 

for the third-place, adding an extra layer of excitement to the event. 

During the valedictory function, an online photography competition captured the beauty of 

various places in India through stunning entries. The first-prize-winning image was particularly 

captivating. Though all the entries were impressive, we carefully selected the top three, awarding 

prize money to the winners in a manner similar to the poster-making competition. 

Conclusion: 

In culmination, the valedictory function of our department, featuring a seminar on apomixis 

recent advances and the unveiling of our 6th annual magazine, was a resounding success. 

Professor Vishnu Bhat's insightful presentation navigated the intricate landscape of apomixis, 

providing a thorough understanding of its mechanisms and recent breakthroughs. The seminar 

not only broadened our knowledge but showcased the department's commitment to cutting-edge 

botanical research. Simultaneously, the release of our annual magazine celebrated our collective 

achievements, highlighting the diverse and impactful contributions made by our department. 

This event, marked by scholarly discourse and a celebratory spirit, underscored our dedication to 

knowledge dissemination, fostering collaboration, and the continual pursuit of excellence in 

botanical sciences. 

  



 

Some Glimpses of the event 
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(All attendees are affiliated with Sri Venkateswara College) 

 

 

 

 

   

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Event Convenor and Teacher-in-charge: 

Prof. Shukla Saluja (Professor, Department of Botany)          

Event Co-convenor(s): 

Dr. Aditi Kothari Chhajer (Assistant Professor, Department of Botany) 

Dr. Pamil Tayal (Assistant Professor, Department of Botany) 

Dr. Sunita Yadav (Assistant Professor, Department of Botany) 

Dr. Manoj Thakur (Assistant Professor, Department of Botany) 

Dr. Shweta Sharma (Assistant Professor, Department of Botany) 

Dr. Pooja Gokhale Sinha (Assistant Professor, Department of Botany) 

Dr.  Muthabathula Prajna (Assistant Professor, Department of Botany) 

Dr. Prasad Kothreddy  (Assistant Professor, Department of Botany) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


